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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT LETTERS 
Official Letters, February, 1858, to April 1, 1848 


# 


The manuscript volume ticketed as above contains nearly 
all the "official" correspondence of Wisconsin's three terri- 
torial governors, Dodge, Doty, and Tallmadge. The first part 
of Dodge's first administration, the period from July 4, 1860, 
to February 25, 1858, is missing. Beginning at the date last 
mentioned, Dodge's correspondence is continuous till April 8, 
1841. In that space of more than three years, however, the 
first governor wrote only eighteen official letters--all by the 
hand of the same clerk--and these were so brief that they occupy 
altogether only nine pages. 

Doty's correspondence begins August $1, 1841, and terminates 
March 12, 1844, about two and one-half years. In that time he 
wrote thirty-nine letters occupying thirty-eight pages. Governor 
N. P. Tallmadge began his series on the eighteenth of October, 
1844, and concluded it March 5, 1845, producing thirty-eight 
letters occupying seventeen and one-half pages. Dodge's second 
Series, covering his administration extending from May 15, 1845, 
to June 7, 1848, includes sixteen letters occupying as many pages, 
though in some cases where a single letter appears on a page, 
nearly or quite half the space is left vacant. 

It appears, therefore, that of the three executives, Dodge, 
the soldier, was least addicted to letter writing, perhaps on 
the principle "the sword is mightier than the pen." However, 
since these letters are official, it follows that he found less 0 
official business to transact than did his contemporaries. That 


point can be made clear by comparing the contents of the several 
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series. His first letter, in four lines, acknowledges the 
resignation of a representative, A. W. McGregor, Damenport. 

The second is to Secretary of Treasury, Woodbury, promising a 
report on the condition of Wisconsin banks. The third is about 
an appointment as notary public. The fourth relates to the 
selection of university lands; so do also numbers five and six. 
Number seven approves a bond. Number eight, to Woodbury, 
acknowledges receipt of a financial statement. Number nine 
transmits estimates to Register of Treasury. Number ten, to 
Woodbury, asks for the remittance of the contingent fund. Number 
eleven.acknowledges receipt of a financial statement. Number 
twelve submits to treasury auditor his accounts and vouchers. 
Number thirteen submits a schedule of selections of university 
lands to Secretary of Treasury. Number fourteen transmits a 
legislative boundary resolution to the governor of Michigan. 
Number fifteen appoints Byron Kilbourn agent to sell canal bonds 
or stock. Number sixteen gives instruction to John H. Tweedy, 
Receiver of the Canal. Number eighteen, a similar instruction 
to Lapham, Engineer of the Canal. Number nineteen, receipt of 
Tweedy's bond as Receiver of the Canal. 

-The dominant quality of all the above Dodge letters is 
colorlessnéss. They are purely formal as well as purely official. 
It 088 hard to discover in the entire series a particle of 
evidence of any kind of emotion save, possibly, anxiety to 
receive money appropriated by Congress for the use of the territory. 

When we come to the Doty series, the situation is strikingly 


reversed. His first letter is to W. Forward, Comptroller, and 
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protests a ruling about when Doty'ts salary is to begin. The 
Comptroller assumed it would begin when Doty was put in charge 

of the records of the office. Doty comments caustically: "When 
an officer is removed from office, it is generally understood 

he is no longer in that office; but your decision is that al- 
though he is removed, and is actually out è$- office, yet he 

holds the office until it is his pleasure to surrender up the - 
books and papers to his successor. My predecessor had the books 
and papers at his residence, fifty miles from the seat of govern- 
ment: was it my duty to hunt him up before I could obtain the 
office, or my salary commence? By such a rule it will be found 
very difficult to get some men out of office." 

Governor Dodge, the "predecessor" referred to in such un- 
flattering terms, dated all his letters above described from 
"Executive Office, Mineral Point." But, as a matter of fact, he 
Seems to have lived at Dodge's Grove about four miles from that 
place. Being fiercely angry with Doty for lobbying through the 
first legislative assembly at Belmont the bill to make his Madison 
townsite the permanent capital, Dodge refused to live at that 
place and, in fact, kept clear of Madison until his second term 
opened in 1845. Doty, on the other hand, had his executive office 
in the capitol at Madison. 

Doty's initial essay, setting the federal Comptroller 


right, was followed by one to Byron Kilbourn revoking his au- 


| thority, given by Dodge, to sell certificates of canal bonds 
(stock, he calls it), and requiring him to return to the governor!s 
office all certificates remaining in his hands. Then follow a 


series of seven short, formal letters on indifferent matters, and, 
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4. 
on December 13, a longer letter to Y. L. Smith, Register of the 
Treasury, who had asked for "the usual estimate" of expenses for 
the territory to be submitted to Congress. Doty remarks that, 
as no estimates were on record in the office of the governor or 
of the secretary, it had been impossible for him to ascertain 
what had been "usual." He, Wassers supplies some figures. 

Next day he writes to the Legislative Council, nominating 
nine persons for justices of the peace, also a sheriff, two 
supreme court commissioners, a notary public and a master in 
chancery for Racine county; a sheriff for Dane county, and a 
justice of the peace for Green county. Three formal letters 
follow, and on December 28 he writes to Moses M. Strong discussing 
at considerable length a complaint against Jonathan E. Arnold, 
whose conduct Doty finds to have been blameless. Now follow two 
formal communications, and February 28, 1842, another controversial 
epistle. This was directed to Joshua Hathaway and denied his 
right to claim the office of receiver of the Milwaukee and Rock 
river canal on the basis of an election. All the canal officers, 
he contends, are required to be appointed by the governor and 
council. 

À similar statement was sent the same day to A. W. Hatch, 
claiming the office of Register of the Board of Canal Commissioners. 
Four formal letters follow, and on March 29, 1842, Doty requests 
of the Attorney General, M. M. Jackson, an opinion on the question 
whether, and by what means, the "Territory can recover the possession 
of the Bonds, funds, books and papers lately in the hands of Messrs. 


Tweedy and Hustis, and which are now secreted by them or their 
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friends." He suggests uae possibility oF suing then for a | 
breach of iheir bonds. He concludes: "t is very desirable: ۱ 
there should be no delay in this রবি as the settlers upon 
the Canal Grant, and ethene, have occasion daily to PETET se ١ 
the maps, papers, and bohds thus embezzled. " | 
This is followed, on April 25, by a three page letter to 
Comptroller Forward relating to the territorial debtt. Again, 
Doty complains of the deficiency of the records left by his 
predecessor. He has something to say about "the extravagant 
expenses" of former legislatures. This letter closes with the 
following sentiment, which obviously was not designed to compli- 
ment Governor Dodge, and which is not lacking in emotional 
appeal: "But I feel confident that it is the disposition of the 
people of the Territory that every debt created in the name of | 
the Territory or on its faith shall be paid, altho those debts: 
have been created and the avails squandered by the political 


paupers who have infested her limits from the first year of her 


separate existence." 
A series of letters follow the above which are almost 

| peaceful in tone. On October 26, 1842, however, Doty wrote the 
sheriff of Iowa county enclosing a warrant for the execution of the 
murderer Caffee, whose appeal for pardon or commutation he had 
denied. Quite unnecessarily he adds, for public consumption, the 
following: "There is little doubt that if Caffee had rot lived 
in a society in which the practise of carrying about the person 
concealed weapons, was not only tolerated, but considered rather 
as distingulshing the gentleman, than the ruffian or bully, he 
would not have been guilty of shedding Southwick's blood. It 
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is painful to see the effect of this BAT BOS custom visited 

upon one so young:" ete. This shaft, of course, wes aimed at e 1. 
Dodge, who forgot a bowie knife, left under the pillow of his E 

bed in a Milwaukee hotel chamber. O > 0 "3 E 

Only one short, formal note intervenes between the above 
letter of October 26, 1842, and Doty's 0م"‎ ča o to the - 
Register of the Treasury, September 25, 1848, submitting his 
estimates for the next Congress. Ànd only a single brief note 
appears later, namely, his request for the balance of the con- 
tingent fund, dated March 12, 1844. It appears, therefore, that 
even Doty, as territorial governor, could get along months at 
& time without writing a single official letter. 

Tallmadge inaugurates his series October 18, 1844, with a 
two page statement covering his financial estimates for the 
fiscal year ending June, 1846, which seem to be scheduled very ` 
systematically. All the balance of his letters were upon non- 
controversial ^ubjects. The bulk of them were in the nature of 
notices to federal officers--Henry Dodge, delegate in Congress, 
the speaker of the House and president of the Senate--about 
resolutions passed by the territorial legislative assembly asking 
for federal appropriations covering roads, mail routes, light 
houses, harbors, etc. Ihe final letter, March 5, 1845, to the 
treasury department, is on the subject of the lands selected for 
the support of a "seminary of learning." 

Dodge'!s second term as governor is scheduled as beginning 
May 13, 1845. His first official letter, however, is dated from ون‎ 
Madison, October 5, 1845, and it refers to the Tallmadge letter | 
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Sof, the subsequent letters, with perhaps one or two exceptions, 
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‘Like his 
"predecessor, Dodge wants to ‘mow 1 whether those lands ‘selected ` 


চি within the: Mineral Point land district are tó- be ‘reserved for 
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In fact, of these four administrations, that of James - 
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